
LAYZELL Frank James 

 

 Private : South Staffordshire Regiment : 8th Battalion. 

Age: 22 Died of wounds: 30/11/1915 

Service No: 14974 

  Additional information: Son of James and Mahala Layzell, 

of Station Rd., Tollesbury, Essex. He was born & resided in 

Tollesbury enlisting in Colchester. He served in France & 

Flanders & died of wounds.  He had been one of the first 

from the village to join up, 

The South Staffordshire Regiment 8th (Service) Battalion 

was formed at Lichfield, September 1914, as part of K2. 

Became part of 51st Brigade, 17th (Northern) Division. It 

was  disbanded on the 23 February 1918 while still  in 

France and the remnants were dispersed to other regiments. 

A number of local boys enlisted at Colchester. A significant 

number of them lost their lives. The include :_- Charles 

Buck from Fingringhoe (18/7/1916), & from Tollesbury ; 

Claude Denny (28/02/1916), Sidney Rose (25/4/1916), Louis 

Lewis (29/2/1916), Frank James Layzell (30/11/1915), 

Joseph Ingate (11/2/1916), John Augustus Frost (27/5/1917. 

 The 17th Division was established by the Northern 

Command, September 1914, as part of K2. Early days were 

somewhat chaotic, the new volunteers having very few 

trained officers and NCOs to command them, no organised 

billets or equipment. In the early Summer of 1915, the Division was considered to be ready for France. 

12-17 July 1915 : landed in France; the Division served with distinction on the Western Front for the remainder 

of the war, taking part in most of the significant actions. 

The Divisions spent its initial period of trench familiarisation and then holding the front lines in the southern 

area of the Ypres salient.  Actions of the Bluff : 14th February to 2nd March 1916    V Corps : 17th Division 
(February); V Corps : 3rd Division, 17th Division (March) 

The Bluff is an artificial height created by the dumping of spoil when the Ypres-Comines Canal was excavated. 

In this low-lying area, and on the northern bank of the canal, it gave a considerable observation advantage to the 

troops occupying it. In the afternoon of 14th February, German infantry successfully attacked the British units 

holding the Bluff, after a very heavy bombardment with shells and trench mortars, and the blowing of some 

mines. 



Preparations were made to recovered this important area, although they were slowed by severe weather. In the 

early morning of 2nd March, after a short bombardment which destroyed the enemy's defensive works, British 

infantry over-ran the position and consolidated it, at a cost of 1,620 casualties 

 

1914-1915 Star; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

 

 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial Reference: Menin Road North 

Mem. 48. Cemetery: MENIN ROAD SOUTH 

MILITARY CEMETERY 

The Menin Road ran east and a little south from 

Ypres (now Ieper) to a front line which varied only 

a few kilometres during the greater part of the war. 

The position of this cemetery was always within the 

Allied lines. It was first used in January 1916 by the 

8th South Staffords and the 9th East Surreys, and it 

continued to be used by units and Field Ambulances 

until the summer of 1918. The cemetery was 

increased after the Armistice when graves were 

brought in from Menin Road North Military 

Cemetery and from isolated positions on the 

battlefields to the east. There are now 1,657 servicemen of the First World War buried or commemorated in this 

cemetery. 119 of the burials are unidentified but special memorials are erected to 24 casualties known or 

believed to be buried among them. In addition, there are special memorials to 54 casualties who were buried in 

Menin Road North Military Cemetery, whose graves were probably destroyed by shell fire and could not be 



found. These are numbered between 1 and 57. The cemetery was designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield. No. of 

Identified Casualties: 1538 

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury 
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Saint Mary's Tollesbury 


